
STARTER GUIDE TO 
RAISING BABY CHICKS

SPACE:
Your chicks will need to live in a brooder when they first come home. They will need enough room 
to move around comfortably. When chicks do not have enough space, they can peck at each 
other which can be a dangerous and hard habit to break. 

Your chicks will need to live in the brooder for 12-14 weeks, so their growing size should be a 
consideration when choosing your brooder. The brooder will also need space for a feeder and 
waterer. You should plan a 1 sq. ft. of brooder space per chick. A small animal cage or stock tank 
doubles nicely as a brooder.

TEMPERATURE:
Baby chicks need plenty of heat to survive. The brooder can be heated using a heat lamp and a 
250-watt infrared bulb. Both white and red bulbs can be used. The temperature should be 90-100 
degrees for the first week or two and can be reduced by 5 degrees each week until the chick 
begins feathering (6-8 weeks).

It is very important that you watch your chicIt is very important that you watch your chicks during this time as their behavior will tell you if the 
temperature is right. Your chicks should be dispersed around the brooder: some playing, some 
eating, and some sleeping. If the chicks are all huddled together under the light, then your chicks 
are too cold. If the chicks are spread out at the edges of the brooder and/or panting, then your 
chicks are too hot. You can adjust the temperature by raising/lowering the heat lamp.

WATER:
Your chicks must always have access to clean, fresh water. You will need to change the water at 
least once a day to keep it clean. Make sure your waterer base is not too deep or wide to prevent 
a chick from falling in and getting wet. 


